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Jagger leads stars
to victory over
Thames tower

Other celebrities who campaigned

He joins Eric Clapton and against the building include Eric Clap-
: ton, actress Felicity Kendal, TV host Ant-
Harry Hill to help block 29 hea Turner and comedian Harry Hill.
storeys that would have Lord Browne of Madingley, the former
‘loomed’ over their homes chief exequtive of BP, also opposed the
construction.
By Pui-guan Man All signed the Stop One Battersea
yrulgu ) Bridge petit@on, which amassed more
SIR MICK JAGGER on‘ce complz.uned than 5,000 s1g‘natures calling for devel-
:hat heb W‘?Sh unablettg § gfet 1r}o satlst%lc- gpm(lent ofthe ‘tvagt aItld Vul(girar property
ion”, but he must be feeling rather evelopment” to be stopped.
pleased with himself after helping to The petition claimed the tower would
block controversial plans for an impos- “destroy a precious, historical riverside
ing skyscraper near his Chelsea home. vista” to “line the pockets of a super rich
Wandsworth council has unani- How the tower company”.

mously rejected plans for the 29-storey would have looked, Rob McGibbon, the petition’s

below, without the

tower next to Battersea Bridge on the  ,;shpack from founder, wrote: “Its scale and density
southern bank of the River Thames after gars like Eric for such a location is ridiculous on so
local residents raised concerns it would ~ Clapton and many levels, not least the chaos it
have loomed over its surroundings. The Mick Jagger will cause during and AFTER its

construction ... This is not a silly sob
story - this is serious.”

The development also attracted than
2,005 letters of objection, compared
with 1,892 in support. Councillors
roundly criticised the size of the tower
during a vote on the plans on Thursday.
Finna Ayres, a Labour councillor, said:
29-STOREYS “It’s so enormous, it’s almost a joke.”

Paul White, another Labour council-
lor, said the development “would stand
out like a sore thumb”, and called the
project a “Trojan horse” that could lead
to far more towers in the area.

Mr McGibbon, editor of local news

site The Chelsea Citizen, said: “This
was the wrong scheme, in the
wrong area, and they took on the
wrong community. Just because
an architect’s computer software
says that a tower can be built on
apieceofland, it does not make it
sensible, viable or morally
. Tright”

1 Nicholas Mee, manag-

ing director at developer

Rockwell, said: “Wand-
1 sworth council has
made the wrong call,
one that shuts the door
| on urgently needed
homes. It’s blocked
110 new properties,
half at social rent, far
{'". exceeding the bor-
' ough’s own afforda-
ble housing targets.”

ONE BATTERSEA R —
BRIDGE :

outcome is a victory for Sir
Mick, who was among a host of
celebrities backing a petition
against the tower, which
would have loomed over
luxury properties owned
by the Rolling Stones
frontman and others
on the Chelsea side of
theriver.

The planned One
Battersea Bridge
tower would have
stood nearly 100m
tall, almost as high
as the chimneys at
nearby Battersea
Power Station.
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The style of you
Ed Sheeran
unveiled a much
smarter, sleeker
look than his usual
lumberjack shirts
at the TIMEI0O
Gala held at the
Lincoln Center

in New York




