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- SIMON REEVE

The TV adventurer, 44, in the living room of his converted barn in the heart of Dartmoor

BIGBROTHER

My wife Anya and | bought

this 125-year-old converted
barnin the middle of nowhere
fouryears ago. It’s just us here
with our son Jake, five, and our
one-year-old dog Obi, who's
half-Alsatian, half-collie. | spend
much of my life travelling, so
this placeis a blissful refuge.
Despite my job I'm very family-
oriented — this pictureis of me
aged ssix on a beach holidayin
England with my brother James,
who's two years younger, on
the left. He’s a photographer
now and we'resstill close,
although he lives in France.

ROCKSTAR

My father-in-law David

Courtsis arenowned
jewellery designer and he gave
me this silver skull ring for
Christmas two years ago. It’s
areplica of theiconicring he
made for Rolling Stone Keith
Richards in 1978 which he
always wears on stage. David’s
in his 70s now and he had an
amazing life in the 60s and 70s
hanging out with rock stars like
the Stones and Jimi Hendrix
and | love hearing his stories.
Thering s utterly beautiful and
whenever | wear it | feel like a
rock star for a split second.

HEADHUNTERS

This sword was given to

me by a Dayak tribein
Borneo while | was making the
series Equatorin 2006. They’re
known for being ruthless
headhunters — but they made
a point of telling me they’ve
moved on from killing people
now. The blade is marked with
five dots to represent the
number of kills it completed.
The tribe adopted me and
conducted a ceremony, which
involved lots of chanting and
hugging and me being smeared
in chicken blood. Then they
gave me this sword.

4 ’MALUMBERJACK
| love my chainsaw

becauseit’s essential
for our life on Dartmoor. The
house has electricity, butis so
far off the grid we don’t have
gas. | have to keep our biomass
boiler burning to give us hot
water and heating, as well as
make sure there’s plenty of
wood for this stove. | get a great
sense of satisfaction going out
like a real man to cut wood to
keep my family warm. It
connects me with my distant
ancestors and lets me forget
fora few hours that I'm
actually a feeble urbanite!

HARD CASE

My faithful Pelican

travel casehas been
everywhere with me for 15
years. It only cost £100, but it’s
bombproof, waterproof and,
most importantly, idiot-proof.
It reeks of happy adventures
because it’s been over oceans,
up mountains and across
deserts. | even used it to hide
from gunfire in Mogadishu,
and it easily survived when it
fell into the Amazon because
it floats and kept everything
dry. The downside is that it
weighs 5kg, soit’s no good for
family trips on Ryanair.

MATERIALWORLD

| bought this beautiful

length of fabric known
as a suzaniin Kazakhstan for
about £10 when I travelled
across Central Asia for my first
TV series Meet The Stans in
2003. It would have been used
todecorate a tribal tent and it
was the first major souvenir |
brought home, so it means a
lot to me. I've stopped bringing
souvenirs back now because
it’s hard to find authentic
stuff these days. Everything
seems to be shipped in from
China, and Anya doesn’t want
any old rubbish in the house!

As told to Rob McGibbon. Simon is appearing at Destinations: The Holiday And Travel Show at Manchester EventCity 19-22 Jan, and Olympia London 2-5 Feb. Visit destinationsshow.com.

Go Dutch on your first Saga cruise

Try a Saga cruise to Holland this New Year - and enjoy it, or your money back i

So, where to go? Perhaps to Holland, on Saga’s

ew Year is a time to dream of new
experiences. So why not make 2017 ‘Cafés and Canals of Amsterdam’ cruise. This
four-day trip on Saga Sapphire -

the year you try a Saga

cruise for the first time? This First-time which holds just 720 people -is a
trusted name in travel is so fine introduction to cruising. It
confident you will love your time PasSengers heads across to the Dutch capital,
on board that it is currently who find they that most fabled of cities, home to
making a special promise: are not happ‘f the art wonders of the Van Gogh
First-time passengers who can ask for the*u' Museum - then wanders home at a
find they are not happy money back gentle pace via a stop in St Peter

Port, the chic capital of Guernsey.

It leaves Dover on July 3. Will you be on board?
For more details, and to plan your own cruise,

visit saga.couk/first-cruise

can ask for their money back
(within 72 hours of departure, or within
48 hours, if the cruise is under one week
in length) - and be refunded*.

*The ‘love itfirsttime’ guarantee is available to guests who have not previously cruised aboard a Saga ocean cruise ship, and are booking their first cruise sailing April 2017 to March Pttt : als 8- o
2018. New bookings only. To take advantage, state your intention to the hotel director during the first 72 hours (for cruises of seven nights or over; during the first 48 hours, for cruises | o Lo . o

p .
of under seven nights). They will endeavour to resolve any issues; if a solution cannot be agreed, costs will be covered for your return transport home at the next available port and g ._\'_—___f-..;_,;_;._ ‘_ — Ty
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the cruise fare paid will be refunded (excluding costs incurred for items not purchased directly through Saga). This does not affect Saga’s standard booking conditions or pre- . T g e oo
departure cancellation policy. Saga reserves the right to reduce, extend or withdraw this offer at any time, without notice. Further terms and conditions apply. Visit: saga.co.uk/love-it

saga.co.uk/first-cruise
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