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h

at th
ey k

n
ow

 abou
t

Stan
 C

ollym
ore an

d th
e lik

ely
respon

se is on
e of tw

o th
in

gs: “H
e’s

th
e blok

e w
h

o h
it U

lrik
a Jon

sson
” or

“H
e’s th

e on
e w

h
o’s in

to doggin
g.”

C
ertain

ly, th
ose tw

o sen
sation

al
stories h

ave eclipsed an
yth

in
g h

e
ach

ieved as a cen
tre forw

ard. H
e

em
erged as prodigiou

s talen
t in

 th
e

early 1990’s at N
ottin

gh
am

 Forest,
w

h
ich

 cu
lm

in
ated in

 h
is, th

en
,

record £8.5 m
illion

 sign
in

g to
L

iverpool in
 1995.  H

e becam
e on

e
of th

e “Spice B
oys” of th

e K
op an

d
scored som

e stu
n

n
in

g solo goals
du

rin
g tw

o h
eady years.

B
u

t C
ollym

ore w
as alw

ays beset
w

ith
 person

al problem
s an

d an
 atti-

tu
de th

at u
pset m

an
agers. C

apped
ju

st th
ree tim

es for E
n

glan
d,

C
ollym

ore’s post-A
n

field career
h

obbled on
 th

rou
gh

 a m
yriad of

lesser clu
bs (en

din
g in

 Spain
 in

2001, aged 30), an
d h

is off-pitch
perform

an
ces alw

ays m
ade m

ore
h

eadlin
es on

 th
e fron

t pages th
an

th
e back

.
T

h
e U

lrik
a attack

 h
appen

ed in
P

aris du
rin

g th
e W

orld C
u

p in
1998. T

h
en

, in
 2004, T

h
e Su

n
exposed C

ollym
ore’s appetite for

doggin
g, w

h
ich

 cost h
im

 h
is m

ar-
riage. M

ore recen
tly, Staffordsh

ire-
born

 C
ollym

ore, n
ow

 35, h
as sorted 

h
im

self ou
t an

d rem
ain

s close to h
is

you
n

g dau
gh

ter an
d a son

 from
 a

previou
s relation

sh
ip. H

e is su
ccess-

fu
lly con

trollin
g clin

ical depression
w

h
ile bu

ildin
g an

 actin
g an

d m
edia

career. H
e recen

tly appeared w
ith

Sh
aron

 Ston
e in

 B
asic In

stin
ct 2,

an
d later th

is m
on

th
 fron

ts a 
football docu

m
en

tary.   
I m

eet C
ollym

ore at th
e G

rou
ch

o
clu

b in
 Soh

o. H
e is cou

rteou
s, 

eloqu
en

t an
d brigh

t. O
n

e of h
is

people h
ad ask

ed m
e n

ot to m
en

-
tion

 U
lrik

a or doggin
g. Y

eah
, righ

t!
T

h
at w

ou
ld be lik

e in
vitin

g Stan
 to

m
eet 10 su

perm
odels in

 a car park
off th

e A
1 at m

idn
igh

t —
 th

en
 tell

h
im

 to w
ear a blin

dfold an
d n

ot to
tou

ch
 an

yth
in

g. M
y com

prom
ise: 

I w
on

’t m
en

tion
 eith

er story —
u

n
less h

e doesn
’t.

To be honest, Stan, I barely know
 w

here to
start w

ith you and the press. H
ow

 about you
describe w

hat public im
age you think you have

from
 the new

spaper coverage. 
Yeah, I see it’s difficult because there’s been so m

uch,
but narrow

ing it dow
n, there is very m

uch a tabloid
im

age w
hich has consequences in how

 som
e people

perceive ya. T
he first thing is alw

ays U
lrika Jonsson.

T
hen there is the dogging. [H

ey! W
ell, it w

asn’t m
e

w
ho brought all that up]. So you have im

m
ediately got

people thinking: w
ife beater, sleazy, evil, m

onster,
anim

al. A
ll those w

ords have been used about m
e by

the papers. 
I have never had a problem

 w
ith being castigated

for w
hat I have done. W

hat happened w
ith U

lrika
—

 w
hich, let m

e say w
as w

rong and is one of tw
o

m
ajor regrets I have —

 the w
ay that it w

as dealt
w

ith, it w
as like the full force of every single

new
spaper cam

e dow
n and every w

ord you could use
to basically strip anybody of their hum

anity w
as used.

T
hey all had prim

itive connotations of m
e not being

quite hum
an. 

So, w
hat do you think of the treatm

ent you got
w

ith those tw
o stories?

T
here is no w

ay that anybody can honestly tell m
e,

w
ithout any shadow

 of a doubt, that the w
ay I am

dealt w
ith and the w

ords that are used to portray m
e

are specifically dow
n to m

e and m
y personality. T

hey
[journalists] don’t know

 m
e from

 A
dam

, but if you
are reading that new

spaper, how
 are you ever going

to m
ake a distinction? W

hen Stan C
ollym

ore is
m

entioned, certain key w
ords are alw

ays used, as
opposed to som

e contem
poraries of m

ine —
 people

like Paul G
ascoigne, w

ho adm
itted serially abusing

his w
ife, am

ong other things, and Tony A
dam

s, w
ho

got sent dow
n for drink-driving. W

hen they are
covered in features these days it starts off, “Soccer
legend”, or “C

heeky chappie G
azza”. T

hey are talked
of in such light and airy term

s that the stuff that
they’ve done is alm

ost not attached to them
, it is an

aside. W
hen I am

 spoken about, even now
, it is

alm
ost like, “W

e can use any w
ord, any expletive 

and get aw
ay w

ith it.”

W
ell, I certainly think G

azza has had his fair
share of horror adjectives, but w

hy do you 
think you m

ight get such a tough tim
e?

T
here w

as a history through m
y football career w

here
I alw

ays had a prickly relationship w
ith the press. If

they said som
ething disrespectful, I w

ould not talk 
to them

 and jum
p through the norm

al hoops. T
here

T
here are alw

ays jokey references about you
and dogging, but there w

as a sad and serious
side to it. 
T

he thing that gets belittled is the fact that for six,
seven years now

 I have had bouts of w
hat is still the

only illness w
here people take their ow

n lives —
depression. For m

e, it w
as not a sexual lifestyle

choice. In term
s of m

y sexuality, I have had enough
experiences to say, “Each to their ow

n.” If you 
w

anna go to sw
inging parties or have sex on a

bonnet of a car w
ith 25 people w

atching, I don’t
have any problem

 w
ith that.

Leading up to the dogging, there had been several
issues I w

as not dealing w
ith w

ell and had got m
e in a

real state. G
oing dogging, that w

as a chance to get out
of the house and the thought that som

ething m
ight

happen —
 and m

ostly nothing ever did —
 w

as enough
of a buzz that it stem

m
ed that aw

ful m
audlin feeling.

B
ut it is a vicious circle because the next day you feel

shit again. T
hat w

as w
hy I w

as going dogging. Paul
G

ascoigne liked to drink. Paul M
erson w

ent to the
bookies. T

hose just w
eren’t m

y things of choice.
W

ould I do it now
? A

s a sexual lifestyle choice,
probably no. Is there anything else that takes its
place now

? For m
e, keeping w

orking, exercising,
really trying to focus on healthy relationships —
w

hether that be business, or social. I am
 in good 

nick physically and m
entally, and good things are

happening in m
y career. B

ut I am
 alw

ays aw
are that

things like depression, they com
e back. 

W
hat sort of reaction do you get from

 the 
public w

hen you are out and about?
N

obody has ever been hostile or negative to m
e. 

I could take you around any city in the U
K

 and
nobody w

ould com
e up and say anything except, 

“H
i, Stan, how

 are things?” T
he w

orst thing I’ve got
is w

hen W
hite V

an M
an calls out w

hen I’m
 in the

car and says: “You off dogging, Stan?” T
hat’s alright, 

I can sm
ile at that, no problem

.

H
ow

 have things been since the release of 
B

asic Instinct 2, and how
 w

ould you like it to 
pan out w

ith the press in the future?
T

he B
asic Instinctthing has been pretty good for m

e.
I certainly enjoyed doing it —

 it w
as an am

azing
opportunity. T

he Sun
w

ere fair about that and so
w

ere the other papers, but little things crept in. T
he

Independentdid a piece about Sharon Stone saying
Stan C

ollym
ore is a lovely guy, very professional etc.

and added som
ething like, “B

ut rem
em

ber, this m
an

hit U
lrika Jonsson.” It alw

ays com
es up. Som

etim
es 

I have had tw
o hours w

ith a journalist and he w
rites

a decent, honest feature, then adds all the U
lrika

stuff. I w
onder if that is ever going to fade aw

ay, or
w

hether it is such a landm
ark in m

y life that they
can’t help them

selves. I w
ould like to think there is

no personal vendetta against m
e by the papers, but it

feels like that som
etim

es. Look at M
ichael B

arrym
ore

—
 there w

as a lot of silence, he w
ent off to N

ew
Zealand, then he cam

e back. W
e are talking about

life and death w
ith that, not dogging.

I w
ould love to be able to sit dow

n in the future —
not that I am

 im
portant enough or anything. It’s not

as if B
rad Pitt has had a big fall out w

ith T
he Sun!

B
ut I w

ould like to be able to ask, “Is there any w
ay

this situation w
ill change?” I think there is a lot of

m
isunderstanding and m

isinform
ation and I w

ould
love that to be different. 

C
opyright: w

w
w
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w
ith U

lrika Jonsson? Yes. T
hat w

as tw
o seconds of

red m
ist and after w

hat happened, first and forem
ost,

I had to m
ake am

ends and apologise to her. A
nd 

I did. A
bout a m

onth after that, w
e started to see

each other again, but in private because by that tim
e

she had got on the dom
estic violence bandw

agon.
W

as the dogging thing em
barrassing? Yes. B

ut the
only person I needed to m

ake am
ends to w

as m
y ex-

w
ife. B

ut I’m
 not sham

ed and I’m
 certainly not evil or

a m
onster, or w

hatever other w
ords they alw

ays use
about m

e. N
ot by a long chalk. I have fucked up and

m
ade m

istakes in m
y life —

 w
ithout doubt —

 and 
I reserve the right to m

ake m
istakes in the future.

C
learly the press have had a dram

atic im
pact on

your life, w
hat is your view

 of them
 generally

and w
ould you like to change your relationship

w
ith them

?
I have no problem

 w
ith any tabloid new

spaper
pushing the boundaries if it fits the rem

it of a cutting
edge, issue-of-the-day populist new

spaper. B
ut w

hen
it gets into the realm

s of genuinely going out of their
w

ay to try and destroy som
ebody’s life and their

ability to sustain them
selves, w

ell, it can’t be right,
can it? So, that is m

y gripe —
 the beginning, m

iddle
and end of it.  

B
elieve m

e, I don’t w
ant to turn things round and

be all-singing, all-dancing to any paper, but I think
there is a lot I could do in a useful m

anner, rather
than being dem

onised. I w
ould like to w

rite or speak
about depression aw

areness or be part of an anti-
dom

estic violence cam
paign. It is a real sham

e, but
this stuff doesn’t happen because I am

 perceived as 
a hindrance, a pain in the arse by som

e parts of the
press, w

hen I could actually have a lot to offer. 

W
hat w

as it like having such a personal 
m

atter like the dogging ex
posed in the w

ay 
that it w

as?
A

t first, it is a kind of terror w
hen you realise the

pow
er of the papers. I w

as devastated, angry, upset,
confused, terrified. It kind of brings it back now

,
talking about it. I had experienced bad headlines
before, but this w

as like rolling out the m
ajor

cannons. I have got no qualm
s w

ith T
he Sun

for
reporting it, they had every right to. It w

as a great
story for them

. If I had been single, I w
ould not have

cared less, but I had a w
ife then and a child. For m

e,
the saddest thing w

as the breakdow
n of the m

arriage.
T

hat w
as the biggest regret, because, by association,

your fam
ily is involved w

hether they like it or not. 
It w

as not the story, but the consequences of the
story. For m

y w
ife it w

as very difficult in the local
area, she felt it com

prom
ised her nam

e and that is
the biggest regret I have in m

y life.
T

he dogging w
as a reaction to a tough tim

e that 
I w

as going through, but again I reserve m
y right to

have w
hatever fucking kinks and fetishes I w

ant to,
just as long as it is w

ithin the bounds of the law
 —

thankfully, it w
as.

w
as no doubt there w

as a feeling of like, w
hen he

falls, he’s going to fall big. 
T

here has been an issue w
ith T

he Sun, there’s no
doubt about it. Q

uite w
hy, I don’t know

. W
hile other

papers have kicked ya, they have kind of stam
ped on

ya. I have felt it has alw
ays been very personal and

they alw
ays go the extra m

ile in term
s of using w

ords
like “m

onster” or “evil”. I sit dow
n and think, 

W
hat is the m

ain difference betw
een m

e and Paul
G

ascoigne for them
 to use w

ords that are so dark 
and sinister w

ith m
e and not w

ith other people? A
nd

there is only one difference —
 I am

 a 6ft 4in black
guy, in essence, w

ith a shaven head. [C
ollym

ore’s
m

other is w
hite, his estranged father black.]

I know
 for certain T

he Sun
w

ould say that is 
not the case, that it does not deal w

ith you 
in a racist w

ay.
Yes, I know

 they w
ould, but I w

ould stick m
y neck

out now
 and say that has been a factor, w

hether
deliberately or not.  A

nd that disturbs m
e. I have

alw
ays been loath to say this because that can be 

a stick to beat you w
ith as w

ell, because I am
 playing

the race card, or w
hathaveyou. I have researched 

this and there are m
any clear exam

ples of negative
stereotyping w

ith the press generally and race. Such
as M

ike Tyson after his rape trial and how
 the

W
ashington Postand N

ew
 York Tim

es dealt w
ith his

case, com
pared to a w

hite guy w
ho got the sam

e
sentence for the sam

e offence at a sim
ilar tim

e.

C
learly that’s a difficult area to go into in detail

here. W
hat, in sim

ple term
s, w

ould you change
in the w

ay you are reported?
W

henever journalists w
rite a story about m

e in the
future, can they just start w

ith “Stan C
ollym

ore”
instead of “Sham

ed”. W
hy am

 I sham
ed? I don’t feel

sham
ed. D

o I feel regretful about w
hat happened

INTERVIEW
by R

ob M
cG

ibbon

N
ew

spapers
I started out reading The Sun

and The M
irrorw

hen 
I w

as a kid, then I had a phase w
ith The G

uardian
because I have alw

ays been a Labour voter, so 
I thought it w

as som
ething I should be into. I used to

take w
hat I read in a new

spaper as gospel, but now
 

I look for agendas and the sub-text. 
I only go out and buy a paper if there is som

ething
specific I w

ant to read, but I go online every day and
scan through allthe papers —

 broadsheets and
tabloids. I w

ill spend at least tw
o or three hours 

reading them
. I enjoy a cross-section of w

riters and,
despite how

 they have covered bits of m
y life, 

I haven’t got a problem
 w

ith our tabloids. 
I also read the A

m
erican papers online, such as the

W
ashington Post, N

ew
 York Tim

es
and M

iam
i Herald.

I’m
 interested in w

hat they are w
riting, as the U

S 
is the only real superpow

er. U
nfortunately, large 

portions of their m
edia are too biased for their ow

n
good and have com

prom
ised journalistic values.

M
agazines

I am
 not a great m

agazine reader and I am
 totally at 

a loss w
ith the Heatgeneration —

 it is all com
plete

pap. The only m
agazine I read regularly is Private Eye.

If that had a bigger profile there w
ould be a revolution

because it really opens the eyes to the W
hys and

W
herefores. 

Television
I like N

ew
snight—

 and Question Tim
e

is good. 
I got asked to do that once and I m

et up w
ith the

program
m

e editor, N
ick Pisani. H

e asked m
e about 

m
y political beliefs and said, “You’re perfect for the

show
.” I w

as booked, then they blew
 m

e out.

W
eb

For sport, I use the BBC
 sports

pages, or ESPN
 for all the

A
m

erican stuff. I use the w
eb

for m
ost of m

y m
edia reading.

I have even looked at w
ebsites

that outline the various 
personal relationships w

ithin the m
edia, like w

hich
journalists are m

arried to w
ho. A

ll of that fascinates
m

e and the im
pact it has on stories. I G

oogle m
yself

and trace back w
ho has w

ritten w
hat. You see certain

journalists w
ho have w

ritten four or five pieces and
you spot a them

e to the spite. There are even w
riters

w
ho go out of their w

ay to be nasty —
 then you

notice they are friends w
ith U

lrika. They have never
m

et m
e, but the die is cast.

STA
N

’S N
E

W
S SC

H
E

D
U

L
E

N
o interview

w
ould be com

plete
w

ithout som
e discreet

product placem
ent. W

e
aim

 to be a bit m
ore up

front, so feel free to pull 
T

he Blatant Plug…
Stan C

ollym
ore – T

he Truth 
about Footballis on B

ravo at 
10pm

 on 31 M
ay.

W
hat w

ould be the Fantasy H
eadline of

the story you w
ould m

ost like to read?
“T

he Truth R
evealed B

ehind T
he W

ar O
n

Terror”. W
hat’s been happening shouldn’t

have been done in our country’s nam
e.

W
hat w

ould be the Fantasy H
eadline

involving yourself?
For the hell of it, I w

ould like to see the
m

ost outrageous, ridiculous N
ational

E
nquirer-type headline about m

e and see if
people w

ould believe it. “Stan B
ites D

og”
or som

ething like that.

W
hat w

ould be the headline you 
m

ost dread? 

“O
fficial: B

ritain Is A
 Police State”. T

hat
w

hole O
rw

ellian thing scares m
e and 

I think w
ith all the technology there is

now
 w

e are on the w
ay to it happening.

W
ho w

ould you m
ost like to interview

?
W

hat question w
ould you ask?

Ian H
islop. I’d ask him

 if he’s been threat-
ened and are there any personal im

plica-
tions to ruffling all those feathers. 

W
hat question w

ould you never 
answ

er?
I’m

 not scared of any questions. I’ve had to
answ

er a few
 tough ones in the past.

W
hat headline w

ould you like to 
appear on your obituary?  
“H

e w
as a good and loving father”. B

eing a
good dad is the m

ost im
portant thing.
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INTERVIEW

“
I’v

e h
a
d

 tw
o
 h

o
u

rs w
ith

 a
 jo

u
rn

a
list

a
n

d
 h

e w
rites a

 d
ecen

t, h
o
n

est fea
tu

re,
th

en
 a

d
d

s a
ll th

e U
lrik

a
 stu

ff. I w
o
n

d
er

if th
a
t is ev

er g
o
in

g
 to

 fa
d

e a
w

a
y, o

r
w

h
eth

er it is su
ch

 a
 la

n
d

m
a
rk

 in
 m

y
life th

a
t th

ey
 ca

n
’t h

elp
 th

em
selv

es”


