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Ros McGigsoN
ANDREW PALMER

McGibbon's first paper

My favourite memory of my frt editor

is easy: it the day he sacked me.
A Pane. The Winbe

News Wednetay. 3 Nownber 198,

1vas 2 anda reporerfor ot v 3

Next. and worked 12-hour days on a
story production line for £6.000 a year.
1loved it

Palmer was a decent boss. if a bit
reserved. | topped up my rock nroll
‘wage by selling stories to Tom Petrie,

6pm-1am. | couldn' efuse and reluc-
tantly spun a yam to Palmer to clock
off early.
The Sun sent me to door-step Boy
George's Gottic home in Hampstead.
George was the subject of the next
day's splash but had refused to

por

appeared at the door, sph" i)
and gave me an exclusive inerview.
Shaking uncontrollably, | fled what
became 3 beefed-up splash

1'was 50 buzzed the next day that |
typed out a long leter recording the
events to my gifriend. who was work-
ing abroad. and slipped into Palmer's
offce to photocopy it for posteriy. In
my haste. | eft the firt page, which
amounted to one of the most endear-
ingly romantic resignation letters of all
time, in the machine. When Paimer
read it. e called a disciplinary hearing.

who clearly had no future in journal
ism: Belinda Goldsmith (Reuters, New
York): Penny Marshall (ITN): Paul

15 (The Guardian): 3 17-year-old

of Ele): and a pseudo-posh b’

called Pers Pughe-Morgan (reelance).
He was obsessed with the hot new
movie Top Gun and tred to twiddle
His pen round his fingers ike Ice Man.
That made me Maverck. | drafted him
in as my wing man.

Palmer outlined the charges and said |
was fired. My fledgling local newspa.
per career had crashed and bured. |
declned the condemned man's last
words. But Pughe-Morgan intervened
more ke Perry Mason on acid than Ice
Man and began the most hlarously
flattring defence. For a second, even |
believed | should be saved.

‘The next day | began working at The
Sun pretty much fulltime under a
Somewhat more fiery editor — Kelvin
MacKenzie. My nerve-jangling Fleet
Street career had begun prematurely
and for that | will always be grateful to
Andrew Paimer

Rob McGibbon is a reelance journalist

FLOOD REPORTING

Emergency forum to learn
Cumbria flooding lessons

Role of regional media is key to keeping public informed of disasters

ontfrom!astto'lest

INSIDE: 38 PAGES OF PICTURES AND REPORTS FROM THE STREETS OF CARLISLE |

By Jon Slattery

The
sites played after the devastating floods
in Carlisle knocked out the rest of the
media s to be highlighted ata top level
mectingan the disste

Cumbrian Newspapers _ editorial
direcor Kelth, Sution, believes the
internet’s ability to keep the public
informed in a crisis is one of the major

vital role regional newspaper web-

gional
ia Emergency Forum in Cumbria
on 15 February

The forum is for representatives of
the media, government, pol
emergency services to discuss the impli-

cations of disasters.

he meeting will examine the huge
impact the floods had on communica
tions and the media after an electri

ews & Suar all but a

curday 8 January

2 getting information to
i Icert ot e i =
news blackout.

e e
Neuws & Star ste got 1.7 million hits —
¢ times its average figure. The
recorded

“Many residents had ltle idea of the

“Many residents
had lttle idea of
the scope of the
disaster because
they had been
unable to see pic-
tures or get author-
itative news”
KEITH SUTTON
CumsRiAN
NEWSPAPERS.

‘The front page-that-

Copy sales

Bk multi-media age,
s the public wm 1 after a d
Kol ofthe News & Sur e Cumberand
News broke al records in the aftermath of
U RSl o e
see the floods in words and pictures ar
R e ik
The News & St e diionon he
Monday after the floods outsold ater edi-
tions and has become a souvenir of the
e, e feaured a phocgraphy o2

NEWS AND STAR FLOOD SALE SETS RECORD

and camying s woyearld daughxn on
that day the News & Star
A o T ot = pre-

eckly Cuberland Ne d
e rege ofpcturs beadlied

“City of Heroes” and sold 43,724 copics,
the Righest i the poper’s hisioy:
AWe

day of 26,000. Tuesday’s News & Star sold
32,231 and the weekly average was 35,264

e |
e Boscasle flod ot Augst |

day afer
increased sals by 37.5 per cent.

scope of the disaster because they had
been unable to see pictures or ger
uthoritative news since the Friday and

e emergency services rushed to
o AT e
hear. This disaster showed the impor-

tance of getting information out and
the emergency services should be aware
of the importance of the internet.”
o g s
have their own websi

tton said
newspapers often had more_editorial
aff to draw on. In his case 50 journal-
ists across the region.

A request for pictures put out on the
News & Star’s website produced hun.
dreds of shots from readers. One of the
first showed a submerged ambulance
and made the front page of the News &

St shacpever-vas on Saurday when
the press
T fagerpiblad kbpicl i

page insert
Sutton claims the media will have to
become more aware of how to deal with
such disastersin the future as flooding is
predicted to incr

of readers’ pictures.

An emergency
nerator that would hay
preses rolling afier the power failure
would cost around £100,000.

Sutton believes the national press
has underplayed the Carlisle flood

This has affected 35,000 homes,

closed schools and businesses, lead to

mated at a quarter of a billion pounds
This i far bigg
a scale with foot and mouth,

than Boscastle and on

SMIN



