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Can we expect a shale-up at the Dally Wiror following the appointmert of Fichard Wallae as edior?

By Rob McGibbon

Press C

‘The phone goes and it's wondering
if I fancy doing a piece o w editor of the
Daily Mirror. Up to speed as ever, I say: *Well, yes,
but I suppose it depends on whoiit s

“Its Richard Wallace

“RICHARD WALLACE" I swear loud]
nearly fall off my chair in shock. I think this was
acommon reaction to the appointment, not least
by the man himself.

The news was announced duri

ngland v Switzerland game last w

At cheers across the Miror's newsroom. A
er, the same bunch of people
happily a Wayne Rooney can

the

who has been with the
o the office on
hisfirst day in charge, none

Monday morning fo

then Wallace was hailed as the
ney. I think they would have even
m for doing wheel into_his
Speacalas ew offie

Wallace has been the first to admit that he was
surprised and overwhelmed to job, as
well as the ach a welcome
of honesty and humility from a maniin that
m wider appreciation

dos

position has won
beyond Canary W
But who is Wallace, what can
from him and how did he pull
surprising ascents since, well, Morgan
I'must own up to a sense of bias here
been friends with Wallace since we did the show
biz beat forrival papersin thelate Eighties. L only
see him very rarely these days, but I know him to
u guy, who is dedi
eat gut instinct for

be expected

one of the most

ez
B

my partialty aside, everyone I have spo-
ento at the Mirror and elsewhere — including
is pleased for him and growing used
10 the idea that he can make a great editor. The
ottom line is that Wallace is a proven all
rounder,as well 2 an all-round good bloke.

journalist there said: “The sense of limbo
since Piers left has been a bit of a nightmare.
We've had to read what might be happening to
and there was a big worry

ant appointment and it has
given everyone a lift, a real morale booster.
ichard is widely respected and liked
newsroom. He is tough and expects high stan.
ut he s far and inspires loyalty. Above
he is a good laugh and his philosophy is
sboutenjoying the oband that anyone can have
an impact on the paper”

allace began his Fleet Street career shiftiny
on The Mail on Sunday ining the D
Mail on showbiz. He was the sharpest operator
on the circuit and was poached by The Sun and
e, by the Mirror, in 1990.

before

he became.
the forefront of the pinnacle achievements
under Morgan, most notably with the award:
g coverag ofSeptember 11

Wallace, now 43, uch populaity
R A R e e
cular attitude towards young reporters. He
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A popular successor to Piers

fter the Irag hosx, the Mirror's new editor Richard Wallace launched his first edition on the back of England's Euro victory

“Although Wallace holds his
hands up to being something of
anovice on the political scene,
heis his own manand has no
desire to spend his evenings
hmoozing with Blair or
Gordon Brown”

gained further respect during a successful 15
month tint as US editor

He returned last August to be deputy editor at
inday Mirror and his flair shone through
he stepped in while Tina Weaver went on
y leave carlier this year. He gave the
pera spakleand sesdiedsal . afact noted by
upper manage

‘Wallace initially pul his hat in the ring for the
Mirmor job as more of an exercise than with any
real hope of gettingit. But s the process wenton,

he started to believe in his credentials and that
the job was well within his capability.Sly Bailey
and others begas

During the interviews, Wallace delivered a
clear and achievable vision to halt the decline of
the Mirror's sales, which impressed Bailey. The
fact that his popularity meant he would keep
together the Mirror team — Morgan's finest
legacy — swung the vote. Several key people
were ready to jump ifthe new appointment did-
Nt suit and in the final days, Ellis Watson, the

group's managing director, was seen asking a few
key department people who their top choice
would be. Everyone said Wallace.

agree

SO WHAT CHANGES is Wallace likely to make?
The general feeling s that Wallace is not goingto
rip up the paper and start again. Nor will there be
mass hirings and firings. The team is one.
knows well,trusts and wants to retain.

T understand that the key to his strategy is to
refocusthe paper back on the reader and to bring
it sense of stability, consistency and, above all,
balance.

One of Wallace's strongest beliefs is that the
loyal bedrock of the readership in the North
ds o be e engaged Hesenses hey hve been
4, or taken for granted, in pursuit
ofa blinkered, London-rules agenda. One idea to
refocus attention is by putting greater emphasis
on targeted editionalising of th

Wallace is also determined that the paper
reflects the values and interest of ts core north:
em readers. He wants coverage of events — par
ticularly politics — to have a relevance to its
readers. The same test will be applied to the
paper's columnists, who will be scrutinised to
see whether they have a genuine place in the
Mirmor.

Wallace is committed to bringing a sense of

balance to the paper, so gone are the days of one
news story dominat entire production
Despite his showbiz background, the Mirror will
definitely not stoop to become the daily froth,
but I believe showbiz will be becfed up with a
new supremo overseeing the entire operation.
However, expect to sce as many moving human
interest and stories aimed at women as showbiz
buy-ups.

As for politics, I think we can expect a genial
reconciliation with Tony Blair. That's not to say
the Mirror will suddenly be chums on all fronts
In fact, Wallace is as vehement about Blair’
position on Iraq as was Morgan, o there will be
no U-turn there.

However, 1 believe the approach with
Downing Street will be cooler and less personal
No 10 was on the phone within minutes of
Walcesappoinment sothe ar ager tobuild
though Wallace holds his hands up o
kolm\hm}, of a novice on the political
scene, he is his own man and has no desire to
spend his evenings schmoozing with Blair or
Gordon Brown.

Above all, Wallace plans to continue Morgan's
exuberance and flair around the newsroom and
o rekindle the fighting spirt that brought in so
many excusives and ataced so much aien
tion. But do not expect him to chase fame
oo eI TR
e prefers an anonymous approach, like
Paul Dacre and Rebekah Wade, and the response
from the readers will be valued way above any
interindustry back slapping.

When I first heard that Richard Wallace was
the new Mirror editor, 1 was happily shocked
Now the idea seems to make perfect sense. Good
on him.
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