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1Dearly departed, 1994
People don’t realise I wore a fat suit for 
Four Weddings... and I only grew the 

beard so the padding didn’t show over my 
collar. It’s so sad to see Charlotte in the photo 
[Charlotte Coleman died in 2001 aged 33 after 
an asthma attack]. She was intense and emo-
tionally incontinent, but she had the touch of 
a comic genius, which is so very rare to find. 

2Right Royal friend, 1980
I got to know Margaret reasonably well 
over the years and she was always impe-

rious, witty and often quite rude. I remember 
during one luncheon at a house she suddenly 
got up and said, ‘I believe this delightful little 
meeting is now over.’ With that, she walked 
out, swiftly followed by her security team.

 3Kidnapped! 1956
I was seven and had just started at St 
Peter’s Catholic School in Guildford. It 

was a boarding school and I remember being 
devastated that I had been abandoned.  

4Terrible trio, 2009
Playing Pozzo in Beckett’s Waiting 
For Godot alongside Ian McKellen and 

Patrick Stewart. A friend overheard a con-
versation during the interval when a woman 
said, ‘I don’t know what it’s all about!’ Her 
husband shot back: ‘You know perfectly well 
that you’ve come to see Gandalf and Jean-Luc 
Picard and that queer from Four Weddings 
And A Funeral!’ Exquisitely put!

5Daddy dearest – not! 1970
A very rare photograph of me with my 
father, Neil, who abandoned my mother 

and I when I was 18 months old. He was 
briefly back from Zambia to visit his mother 
Toto and her sister Titi – who is next to me. 
I was led to believe he had come back to cel-
ebrate my 21st birthday with me, but he actu-
ally never showed up for that. My encounters 
with him were awkward and charmless. 

6A date to Di for, 1990
This is with Princess Diana at the pre-
miere for Postcards From The Edge. She 

said, ‘I expect you have seen this many times. 
I hope you are not going to fall asleep on me!’ 
I remember her being particularly amused by 
some of the racy humour. 

7A Major player, 1991
My rather peculiar suit gives this away 
as the Nineties! I was invited to one of 

those events when ‘the stars’ come to Downing 
Street. I remember John Major being a bit 
bemused when I started talking to him in 
probably an over-familiar way about the his-
tory of the Victorian music halls, because we 
both have family connections with that era. 
We have since become quite good friends.  
Simon Callow is in ‘Playhouse Presents... Space 
Age’ on Sky Arts 1, June 5 at 9pm Ev

en
t is

 pu
bl

ish
ed

 by
 A

ss
oc

ia
te

d N
ew

sp
ap

er
s L

td
, 2

 D
er

ry
 S

tre
et

, K
en

sin
gt

on
, L

on
do

n W
8 5

TS
 an

d p
rin

te
d b

y T
he

 P
ol

es
ta

r G
ro

up
.  E

ve
nt

 fo
rm

s a
 su

pp
le

m
en

t t
o T

he
 M

ai
l o

n S
un

da
y. 

Co
lo

ur
 tr

an
sp

ar
en

cie
s o

r a
ny

 ot
he

r m
at

er
ia

ls
 su

bm
itt

ed
 ar

e s
en

t a
t t

he
 ow

ne
r’s

 ri
sk

; n
ei

th
er

 Th
e M

ai
l o

n S
un

da
y n

or
 its

 ag
en

ts
 ac

ce
pt

 an
y l

ia
bi

lit
y f

or
 lo

ss
 or

 da
m

ag
e.

 ©
 A

ss
oc

ia
te

d N
ew

sp
ap

er
s L

im
ite

d,
 20
14

.

Four  Weddings, two princesses, one funeral... and a PM! The actor’s life in pictures 

A three-year-
old Callow 

meets Father 
Christmas in 

a department 
store 
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